
Dear Elementary Parents: 

There will be some changes in elementary school boundaries which will take effect for the 2017-

2018 school year.  With the reopening of Columbia City Elementary and the resulting decrease 

in size of our two very large elementary schools, McBride and Lewis & Clark, the SHSD Board 

approved the new Elementary boundaries at its May 24th meeting.  As a result, a number of 

students from both Lewis & Clark and McBride Elementary School will now attend Columbia 

City Elementary.  Additionally, some students that previously attended McBride Elementary will 

be transferred to Lewis & Clark to balance our two larger schools.  Staff from both elementary 

schools will be transferred to Columbia City Elementary so your students will see some familiar 

faces. 

To determine whether these changes will impact where your child attends school, go to 

www.sthelens.k12.or.us and click on “School Boundary Update.” Once there, scroll to the 

bottom and follow the “Search Directions”. 

Some parents have asked the question, “What if I want my child to attend a school that is 

different from the one she/he is assigned to according to the boundaries?”  The district has an 

established process for handling placement requests such as this.  Parents can submit an “intra-

district” transfer form to their school’s office if prior to June 20th and to the district office after 

June 20th.  The form can be picked up at your school’s main office, the school district office or 

by visiting the Intra-District Transfer page where the form is located online.    

The district will compile all requests received by June 20th for our initial consideration and notify 

families by June 30th of their placements.  If we are unable to place a student at their requested 

school they will be placed on a waiting list.  In August when we have a more accurate picture of 

our forecasted enrollments for September, the elementary principals and district office personnel 

will review the wait list and forms received after June 20th.   

Historically, the district has been quite successful at being able to accommodate most requests. It 

is very important to know that the placement decision depends on the total enrollment and class 

sizes in the school that is being requested, and the school where the child would attend based on 

the boundary. 

Because of the changes in the elementary boundaries, if a family has requested a special school 

placement in the past, and it was approved by the district, we are asking families to confirm this 

request if they want to remain in the school their child is currently attending by resubmitting a 

transfer form. 

Please be aware that families who want to opt into a school outside their residential boundary 

become responsible for the transportation to and from school.  

Thank you for your on-going support and involvement in your child’s education in the St. Helens 

School District.   

http://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/5219

